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Chile overview

 As of 2015, Chile has an estimated 8,000 wine grape producers 
and a planted area of 130,000 hectares (ha). While the planted 
area has nearly doubled over the last ten years, exports 
quadrupled due to high yields and improvements in the industry. 

 A lot like in NZ it is grown in most of the main grape growing 
regions of Chile. However it’s the newer regions that are really 
putting Chile on the Map.

 Sauvignon is a key variety for Chile and is noted as the second 
most planted export variety behind Cabernet Sauvignon. Its 
planting are still in growth mode, in 2000 Sauvignon Blanc made 
up 6%, 2010 11% and now slightly over 14% now making up a 
total of 12,159 Ha.



Chile overview continued

 There was a time when Chilean Sauvignon Blanc was 
largely defined by cheap, dreary wines that were 
actually made from the inferior Sauvignon Vert vine, 
also known as Sauvignonasse or Sauvignon Vert. 
These wines are now only found in the lower price 
points, 

 Chile is now producing some of the best Sauvignon 
blanc styles in the world. Stated as being somewhere 
between France and New Zealand in style and 
location, Chile producers styles which fit every price 
point and consumers tastes.



Regions and their expression

 2010 SAG Survey 

 Total Chilean area under vine: 116,831 ha

 Sauvignon Blanc: 13,278ha (Sauvignon Vert 857ha)

 Sources SAG Vineyard Surveys 2010, Wines of Chile Premium



Regions and their expression

 Key regions for Sauvignon Blanc: 

 Casablanca (1,085ha planted, of a total 3,852ha in the region) 
and 

 San Antonio (98ha planted, of a total 327ha in the region). 

 San Antonio is a sub-region of Aconcagua Valley, and is 
divided into four sectors: 

 Leyda, 

 Lo Abarca, 

 Rosario and 

 Malvilla.

 Sources SAG Vineyard Surveys 2010, Wines of Chile Premium



Stylistic Diversity
Stylistic diversity is a hallmark of Chilean Sauvignon 

 Casablanca produces a range of styles, from easy-

going, crisp, everyday wines to more structured and 

scented ones from the cool coastal west of the region. 

 San Antonio (which includes Leyda) is increasingly 

diverse but tends to major on spicy intensity and a 

broad structure. 



Stylistic Diversity continued

 Elqui is all about tangy pungency; the best from coastal 

Limarí are mineral and savoury; 

 Bío Bío is elegantly understated. 

 “There is a good deal of experimentation and 

innovation taking place within the Sauvignon category. 

Examples include clonal diversification and 

improvement, tinkering with harvest times to encourage 

complexity.” 

 Decanter June 2012 Peter Richards MW



Some premium Producers
 DO of Vineyard stated not the winery location.

 Santa Rita (Casablanca)

 Casas del Bosque (Casablanca)

 Valdivieso (Leyda)

 Quintay (Casablanca)



Premium producers continued

 Montes (Aconcagua Costa)

 Viña Leyda (Leyda)

 Santa Rita (Casablanca)

 Casa Marin (Lo Abarca, San Antonio)

 Cono Sur (Casablanca)

 The list goes on……….


